
CHEM1108    2010-J-5    June 2010 

• Explain the terms ‘weak’ and ‘strong’ and the terms ‘dilute’ and ‘concentrated’ in the 
context of acids and bases. 

Marks 
2 

 
A weak acid or base is one which only partially dissociates in water: 
  e.g.   CH3COOH(aq)    CH3CO2

–(aq)  +  H+(aq) 
 
A strong acid or base is one which completely dissociates in water: 
  e.g.   HCl(aq)  →→→→  H+(aq)  +  Cl–(aq) 
 
Concentrated and dilute are terms that can be used in reference to any solute, 
describing the number of moles of solute relative to the volume of solvent.  A 
concentrated solution has a high solute : solvent ratio, whilst a dilute solution has 
a low solute:solvent ratio. 
 

 

 


