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• Explain how soap acts to remove oil. 
Marks 

2 
 

Soap molecules consist of a long hydrophobic tail and a charged hydrophilic 
head. 

The molecules are able to form micelles (see diagram below) in which the tails 
interact with the oil particles and the heads interact with the water. 

In this way, the oil is dissolved in the water and can be removed. 
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